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Rail Re-openings Toolkit 

 
The Countryside Agency has recently published Rail Re-opening Toolkit , a 
complete guide to the process of re-opening a disused railway.  This is the culmi-
nation of several years of detailed research by the Independent Rail Consultancy 
Group.  The toolkit comes under five headings: Process, Making the Case, Mak-
ing it Happen, Case Studies and Appendices.  It is available at £5, including post 
and packing, from ACoRP at Brian Jackson Centre, New North Parade, Hudders-
field HD1 5JP. 

[The Editor has a copy, and can send it to anyone interested.] 
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Arriva Wales ôstation adoptionõ conference 
 

Arriva Trains Wales hosted a well attended conference for its station adopters, in 
Cardiff on December 4th. Undisputed star of the show was Kaylee John, a pupil 
at Mountain Ash Comprehensive which has sponsored its local station on the Ab-
erdare Line. She spoke with passion, enthusiasm and conviction. Sheôs a real 
credit to her school and her community. Pupils at the school have been working 
with Arriva and the British Transport police on a project which combines physical 
improvements at the station with course work on the history and role for the rail-
way in the local community. 

 Arriva Trains Wales now has 65 stations formally adopted and many of the 
adopters made their way from as far afield as Runcorn and Helsby to attend the 
event. Chief Inspector Paul Richard of the BTP spoke together with David Ed-
wards of the Heart of Wales Line Forum and ACoRPôs very own Paul Salveson. 
Managing Director Peter Strachan introduced the event and fielded questions 
and comments from adopters. Martyn Brennan, ATW driver manager who looks 
after the programme, took part in the discussion and introduced the speakers. 

[From ACoRPôs Train on Line No.21, December 2004] 
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News of the Line 
Freight from Aberystwyth  

The experimental movement of timber from Aberystwyth to Chirk got under way 
on Thursday 3rd March.  The train, which can carry 200 tonnes, was formed of 
two MPVôs with four-wheeled timber trucks between.  On the first day, the train 
included Class 37 37427, included to provide backup power should the MPVôs be 

unable to cope.  The train was only half loaded, the weight of the 37 being 
equivalent to 100 tonnes.  In the event, the units coped well, and the 37 was not 

used again. 

 The train was scheduled to arrive in Aber at 0922ðjust three minutes be-
fore the departure of the 0925 up passenger, and depart at 1150.  As the unit can 
run at up to 60mph, it could be fitted into the passenger schedule. 

 The Daily Post of 18th April reported that the trial was a great success.  
During the period 4,500 tonnes of timber were taken from Aberystwyth to the 
Kronospan wood mill 75 miles away, equivalent to 180 lorry-loads.  The Forestry 
Enterprise is now considering a five to 10-year contract for rail haulage which 
would remove an estimated 4,000 timber lorry journeys from Wales' roads.  Con-
sultants overseeing the project will now meet Welsh Assembly and Forestry En-
terprise managers to seek grants for two new specially-designed trains, each 
with a 200-tonne carrying capacity.  Each new train will cost an estimated £1.3m, 
with private money coming from railway leasing specialists HSBC.  It is hoped all 
Welsh timber will be carried by rail from sidings built near their forests of origin. 
Forestry Enterprise also aim to run rail timber services to the Shotton paper mill 
on Deeside.  
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 Bradley Manor visits Aberystwyth  

Steam returned to the Cambrian, for the first time in 2005, on Saturday 12th 
March.   

Bus connections  

A new X40 Aberystwyth to Carmarthen schedule, with an hourly frequency 
(Monday to Saturday daytimes), is giving additional opportunities for bus/rail con-
nections at either end. To find out more about the new services including times, 
fares, and rail connections please contact Traveline Cymru on 0870 608 2 608 

(between 7am and 10pm daily) or www.traveline-cymru.org.uk 

http://www.traveline-cymru.org.uk
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 From Rhodri ClarkñWestern Mail 19th April 2005 
NEW questions about Labour's transport policy were raised yesterday as it 
emerged that officials in London blocked 22 new trains for South Wales.  Docu-
ments released to the Western Mail show rail firm Arriva proposed to order new 
Turbostar trains worth £45m, which would have started service in May last year.  
The proposal was rejected, but now the Welsh Assembly Government has 
agreed to spend £50m leasing just seven old Sprinter trains discarded by Scot-
land.  The documents also show the Valley Lines are stuck with old trains be-
cause scrapping them would have upset financial institutions - and other parts of 
Britain would pay more for their new trains. 

 Other rail improvements refused by the Government include: 

Hourly trains from Aberystwyth and Newtown to Shrewsbury; 

Trains every hour from Milford Haven and Haverfordwest to Carmarthen; 

Trains to Manchester and Liverpool airports from Wales; 

A new track and service from Caernarfon to Bangor; 

A new service over a disused track from Llangefni to Bangor; 

Station improvements; 

Concessionary travel for pensioners; 

A network of express road coaches integrated with trains. 

 Each bidder produced a suggested list of upgrades which would not have 
increased subsidy by more than 10%. One bidder, Serco, said it could replace 
the entire Valley Lines rolling stock with new trains without exceeding "the 10% 
cost limitation".  But most of the suggested upgrades were dropped - and bidders 
were told to draw up plans for a 10% subsidy cut.  Even on the urgent issue of 
overcrowding on the Valley Lines, officials refused to sanction the bidders' mod-
est proposals. 

 Arriva recommended 22 new two-coach Turbostar trains but its eventual 
franchise deal included only seven old Sprinter trains to replace even older Val-
leys trains. The Sprinters were spare because Scotland had ordered new Tur-
bostars for its commuters.  This was such an inadequate response to Valleys 
overcrowding that in January the Welsh Assembly Government stepped in with 
£50m to fund seven more Sprinter trains for the rest of Arriva's 15-year franchise. 

 Mike German, leader of the Liberal Democrats at the National Assembly, 
said the situation was "staggering" and called for the auditor general to investi-
gate.  Had the WAG's £50m been on the table when the franchise was arranged, 
Wales would now have a fleet of new trains, he claimed. 

 Simon Thomas MP, Plaid Cymru's transport spokesman in Westminster, 
said the Government should have provided the extra 10% subsidy for the im-
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 provements listed by Arriva and other bidders.  "Not spending that small extra 
amount means a disaster in the end, because we won't have a rail system that 
answers the needs of Wales." 

 A Welsh Labour spokesman said, "Labour has worked hard to deliver our 
commitment to a single rail franchise for Wales.  "Now we are reopening passen-
ger rail services on the Ebbw Valley and Vale of Glamorgan routes for the first 
time since the Beeching cuts of 40 years ago. In addition we are investing in in-
creased capacity on the Valley lines and have increased the number of direct 
north-south trains within Wales.  The choice is between Labour's sustained in-

vestment in transport or a return to the failed policies of the Tories." 
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 Some options for an enhanced serviceñA summary 

Ken Rushen 
This is an abridged version of a paper prepared by Ken Rushen, giving a number 
of options for development of servithe Cambrian main line and  

The development of the present service  

Until 1994 it was not possible to run a clockface 2-hourly service. In any 2-hourly 
service a train must be able to pass one coming the other way every 60 minutes 
or less. The problem was that the running time from Shrewsbury to the passing 
loop at Talerddig was about 66 minutes. To achieve a 60 minute schedule curves 
were recanted and realigned so that the line speed could be increased from 60 to 
80 mph; but this was not enough on its own. By removing the loop at Westbury 
the speed there could be increased from 20 to 80 mph and that tipped the bal-
ance. The loop was not necessary for the 2-hourly service anyway. There was no 
need to make any infrastructure improvements beyond Talerddig because a train 
could easily get from there to Aberystwyth, have a 15-20 minute layover, and 
back within 2 hours. So the principal of todayôs service was established and has 
not changed for 11 years. 

 

 The full hourly service to Aberystwyth  

It has often been implied in railway journals that the provision of a loop at Dovey 
Junc is the entire additional infrastructure that is necessary to facilitate an hourly 
service from Shrewsbury to Aberystwyth. It has also been stated that an hourly 
service could run as far west as Machynlleth with the present infrastructure. This 
is not the case. 

 An hourly service must, of course, pass a train in the opposite direction 
every 30 minutes or less. Dovey Junc to Talerddig works well at just under 30 
minutes, but the running time from Talerddig to Welshpool is about 34 minutes so 
trains would need to pass at about 4 minutes (or 3 miles) west of Welshpool on 
what is now single track. So it will be necessary to build either a short loop at that 

point (which will mean a stop and 2 or 3 minutes extra running time) or better still 
to reinstate the double track from Welshpool to Forden and create a dynamic 
loop with a high speed turnout at Forden. 

 

 All the options presented build on Arriva Trains Wales proposed December 
2005 Standard Pattern Timetable. They are ideas presented to facilitate dis-
cussion. They are the personal opinions of the author and not official pol-
icy of SARPA.  
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